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T his is a very unusual tree. 
If you scratch the bark, it
smells like bacon,” says one
of our trekking guides. 
A member in our group leans
in for a sniff. The guides

burst out laughing and tree-sniffer 
smiles sheepishly and rolls her eyes, 
realising she’s been taken for a ride.

You can’t blame her, though. The 
guides have been giving us a great 
briefing on the old-growth forest 
we’ve been hiking through. 

Most of it, up until the bacon tree,
has been a refreshing learning 
experience … I think. 

Besides, the prank is soon 
forgotten as we strap in for the main 
event – ziplining high above the 
trees in the stunningly beautiful 
valley between Whistler and 
Blackcomb mountains in British 
Columbia, Canada.

LEAP OF FAITH
The first step off the landing is the 
hardest. I’m standing on a wooden 
platform high up in the trees staring 
straight down the zipline that 
disappears behind a row of snow-
dusted Douglas fir pines.

One of our two guides from Ziptrek
Tours (ziptrek.com) has gone ahead to
show us how it’s done but it’s still 
nerve-racking when your harness is 
clipped in for the first time. Then it’s 
time to push off, with the harness and 
line taking the full weight of your 
body as you hurtle through the forest 
letting gravity do its thing.

To my surprise, my nine-year-old
son jumped (literally) at the chance to 
be the first. 

He was just big enough to do it on 
his own. I think my heart skipped a 
beat when he brushed some foliage as 

he disappeared through the trees on 
the very first run.

He was grinning ear-to-ear when 
we arrived at the other side and raring 
to get to the next launching point. 
Turns out, this was just a warm-up, 
with every successive zipline getting 
higher and longer.

HIGHER AND HIGHER
The final run – the highest and 
longest of the tour – is a dramatic 
crossing over Fitzsimmons Creek, 
which divides Whistler and 
Blackcomb mountains. Falling snow 
is stinging my eyes and in that 
instant, I’m questioning my decision 

not to bring my goggles along. I 
figured I didn’t want any hindrance to 
getting the full experience of the 
mountain view. My tinted snow 
goggles would have taken just that bit 
of shine off the experience. So here I 
am, feet dangling over a plunging 
valley while speeding down a zipline 
as precipitation is pelting my 
uncovered face – but I’m loving every 
second of it. 

And the view of a pristine picture-
perfect forest that looks like it jumped 
off the pages of a tourism brochure, or 
Instagram feed, was well worth it, 
even if I had to squint to see it. 

How pristine? There are lichens 

growing on the trees. As any fan of 
David Attenborough documentaries 
would know, lichens only grow in the 
most pristine environments.

We were instructed to keep our 
knees tucked up as high as possible to 
make sure we had enough speed to go 
the entire length. Slow down too 
much and you could end up getting 
stuck in the middle. Thankfully no 
one in our group did. 

The hike is a highlight in itself, 
taking you through the treetops via 
purpose-built elevated walkways, 
suspension bridges and viewing 
platforms that are as high as 50m in 
the forest canopy. 

ON THE RIGHT TRACK
Our next snow activity brings us 
much closer to the ground but it’s no 
less exhilarating. We went from flying 
through the treetops to zipping along 
forest trails, exploring Whistler’s 
back-country on snowmobiles.

At one point, our guide from The 
Adventure Group (tagwhistler.com) 
stops and points to something just off 
the trail. We stop as well and scan the 
area he’s pointing at. It takes us a few 
seconds to see the snow rabbit neatly 
camouflaged against the background.

I grab my camera just in time as the
rabbit starts to bolt. To my surprise, it 
starts running towards us, which 
allows me to fire off a few shots before 
it disappears into the trees.

My wife and I were each piloting a
snowmobile with a kid riding pillion. 
Deep snow covered everything in 
sight and parts of our tour veer off the 
main trail just so we could have the 
fun of ploughing through untouched 
powder deep enough to bury the 
snowmobiles, if we weren’t careful.

The kids aren’t just relegated to the
back seat the entire time, either. We 
stop at a clearing where there are 
child-sized snowmobiles prepped to 
go. Not being a part of the regular trail 
means that most of it was in fresh 
snow and I have to admit, I’m a bit 
jealous that they had all this deep 
powder to themselves. Needless to 
say, they were having a blast.

Having experienced Whistler 
Blackcomb’s alpine wilderness in two 
ways we’ve never tried before, it’s fair 
to say we left with a new appreciation 
for the magic of the mountains … 
bacon trees and all.

THE WRITER WAS A GUEST OF 
TOURISM WHISTLER

Z I P L I N I N G

ZIPPETY
DOO DAH

S I M O N  T S A N G

There’s ski-free fun aplenty for
families in Whistler

V I L L A G E  S P A R K L E

Hurtle through pristine forest 
ziplining in the valley between 
Whistler and Blackcomb mountains; 
rent inflatable tubes to slide down 
purpose-built snow chutes; or 
explore Whistler’s back-country on 
snowmobiles; the village is full of 
restaurants, cafes and shops.

P I C T U R E S : S U P P L I E D ,  J U S T A  J E S K O V A ,  
C L A I R E  L A N G ,  M I K E  C R A N E    
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S N O W M O B I L E

T U B E  P A R K

ON THE RIGHT TRACK
Our next snow activity brings us 
much closer to the ground but it’s no 
less exhilarating. We went from flying 
through the treetops to zipping along 
forest trails, exploring Whistler’s 
back-country on snowmobiles.

At one point, our guide from The 
Adventure Group (tagwhistler.com) 
stops and points to something just off 
the trail. We stop as well and scan the 
area he’s pointing at. It takes us a few 
seconds to see the snow rabbit neatly 
camouflaged against the background.

I grab my camera just in time as the
rabbit starts to bolt. To my surprise, it 
starts running towards us, which 
allows me to fire off a few shots before 
it disappears into the trees.

My wife and I were each piloting a
snowmobile with a kid riding pillion. 
Deep snow covered everything in 
sight and parts of our tour veer off the 
main trail just so we could have the 
fun of ploughing through untouched 
powder deep enough to bury the 
snowmobiles, if we weren’t careful.

The kids aren’t just relegated to the
back seat the entire time, either. We 
stop at a clearing where there are 
child-sized snowmobiles prepped to 
go. Not being a part of the regular trail 
means that most of it was in fresh 
snow and I have to admit, I’m a bit 
jealous that they had all this deep 
powder to themselves. Needless to 
say, they were having a blast.

Having experienced Whistler 
Blackcomb’s alpine wilderness in two 
ways we’ve never tried before, it’s fair 
to say we left with a new appreciation 
for the magic of the mountains … 
bacon trees and all.

THE WRITER WAS A GUEST OF 
TOURISM WHISTLER

A 1½-hour drive from Vancouver, Whistler has a 
decided advantage over other ski resorts in being 

so close to a major international hub. 
More than simply being accessible, however, 
Whistler delivers in spades for its spectacular 

ski fields, vibrant village vibe and pumping 
apres-ski scene. Here are the top ways to eat, play 

and stay in the village.

EAT
The apres-ski scene is one of the best things about 
hanging out in the village after the last chairlift has 

closed for the day. You’re spoilt for choice, whether 
you’re after a drink, snack or meal. 

A top place to get all three is the family-friendly 
Dubh Linn Gate Irish Pub (dubhlinngate.com), 

conveniently located at The Pan Pacific Whistler at 
the base of Blackcomb Peak. 

The story goes that Dubh Linn Gate Pub was 
designed and crafted in Ireland and transported 
piece by piece to Whistler. It serves hearty Irish 

favourites such as shepherd’s pie and Irish stew. 
And, of course, it’s a great place to mull over the 

day’s best runs with a pint of Guinness.
For something a little more alpine-inspired, try a 

three-course fondue dinner by a crackling log fire at
Fairmont Chateau Whistler’s The Chalet. The classic

cheese fondue is followed by a broth-based 
version, finishing off with, what else, but chocolate.

A night of dipping heaven.

PLAY
There’s plenty of fun to be had beyond the ski fields.

Whistler village is full of restaurants, cafes and 
shops to explore. After you’ve had your fill of 

T O P  T H I N G S  T O  D O  I N  W H I S T L E R  V I L L A G E

O U T  A N D  A B O U T

shopping for souvenirs and stocking up on your 
winter wardrobe, take your kids over to Olympic 

Plaza towards the western side of the village where
there’s an outdoor ice skating rink. You can rent ice 
skates from there and, being Canada and all, there’s

ice hockey going on in the middle of the rink.
If you’re after more thrills of the downhill variety, 
take the Excalibur Gondola chairlift up to the first 
station, then walk up to the Coca-Cola Tube Park. 
There you can rent giant inflatable tubes to slide 
down purpose-built snow chutes. They’re large 
enough for you to join several together and slide 

down all at the same time.

STAY
The Sundial Boutique Hotel (sundialhotel.com) 

must be the best-kept secret in Whistler. 
Despite its prime location right in front of the three

main chairlifts – Whistler Village Gondola, 
Fitzsimmons Express and Excalibur Gondola – the 
Sundial is understated to the point of being almost 

invisible. With the main entrance tucked in a 
laneway around the back, it’s easy to miss this 

absolute gem of a stay. 
The apartment-style rooms with their own fully 

equipped kitchens are ideal for families who prefer
to cook some of their own meals. A rooftop hot tub
means you can go for a soak at the end of the day, 

away from the crowds and public view. 
It’s a great feeling at the end of a long day on 
the mountain to hand your skis over to the 

friendly valet a the door and just slump into the 
lobby sofa and relax in front of the fire with a cup of

apple cider in hand. 
This is truly a home away from home. .

 Interior Quad Interior Twin Balcony Twin

Fares pp* from $549 $699 $949
Fares per person based on bold departure date on Pacifi c Explorer. 

 Interior Quad Interior Twin Balcony Twin

Fares pp* from $799 $1,199 $1,499
Fares per person based on bold departure date on Pacifi c Explorer. 

AUSTRALIA DAY 3 NIGHTS
Departing sydney

2020: 25 Jan

AUSTRALIAN OPEN TENNIS 6 NIGHTS
Departing sydney

INCLUDES: Ground pass tickets for 2 days & 1 night, and direct transfers to and 
from ship to the event.

2020: 19 Jan

*Fares are cruise only, per person in AUD in a complete quad or twin room based on lead interior category at publication date (13 Jan 2019), inclusive of all discounts, charges and taxes (which are subject to change). Campaign commences 28 Nov 2018 and ends 26 Feb 2019 and is valid on select sailings. Advertised fares are available 
until allocation is exhausted and may fluctuate during the campaign period. Campaign offers only available on P&O’s Value and Value Plus fare types only for sailings between 1 Dec 2018 & 29 Mar 2021. Valid for new bookings and not combinable with any other offer. Supplements apply for other room categories. Some oceanview 
rooms have obstructed views. ~Fare based on specified departure dates. Different fares apply to other dates listed. #$1 deposits are non-refundable and deposit conditions differ from the standard P&O Booking and Travel Conditions. Pay AU$1 per person deposit upfront (for all passengers) followed by the remainder of the 
standard adult deposit amount to be paid as follows – for cruises departing between 24 June 2019 and 13 Aug 2019 the additional deposit is due 95 days prior to departure; for cruises departing between 20 Aug and 29 Nov 2019 the additional deposit is due 150 days prior to departure; for cruises departing between 30 Nov 2019 and  
25 Jan 2020 the additional deposit is due 180 days prior to departure; for cruises departing between 28 Jan 2020 and  26 Aug 2020 the additional deposit is due 250 days prior to departure; for cruises departing between 4 Sep 2020 and 30 Dec 2020 the additional deposit is due 450 days prior to departure. Final payment for your 
cruise is due 75 days prior to departure. For cruises departing between 15 Feb and 21 Jun 2019 the AU$1 deposit is applicable if the date of booking is greater than 75 days before departure; final payment is then due 75 days before departure. Full payment is required for sailings booked within 75 days of departure. The additional 
deposit charged will be the remainder of the standard adult deposit for all passengers, including children. For bookings departing prior to 29 Mar 2019 $1 deposit does not apply, and full payment is required at time of booking. Other campaign promotions – onboard spending money - applies. Standard cancellation and refunds 
conditions apply as per Booking and Travel Conditions. ^Onboard Spending Money is per room in AUD. Amount varies by room type and itinerary duration as specified on the P&O website, and is applied to the first 2 guests only in a room. Onboard Spending Money expires at the conclusion of your cruise, is not transferable, 
not redeemable for cash and cannot be used at the medical centre or casino. A 1.1% surcharge for Visa and Mastercard and a 2.3% surcharge for Amex applies to direct bookings made through our call centre and website. Paypal payments will incur a 1% surcharge. Travel agents may charge additional fees - check with your 
travel agent. To be read in conjunction with the P&O Cruises Australia Booking and Passage Conditions available at https://www.pocruises.com.au/plan/how-to-book/book-travel-conditions which passengers will be bound by. Whilst all information is correct at time of publication, offers are subject to change or withdrawal. 
Carnival plc trading as P&O Cruises Australia. ABN 23 107 998 443.

NEW GUINEA ISLAND ENCOUNTER 11 NIGHTS
Departing sydney

HIGHLIGHTS: Alotau, Kitava, Kiriwina Island, Confl ict Islands

2020:  27 Apr, 24 Aug, 7 Dec

 Interior Quad Interior Twin Balcony Twin

Fares pp* from $1,099 $1,599 $2,099
Fares per person based on bold departure date on Pacifi c Explorer. Different fares apply to other departure 
dates listed.

POCRUISES.COM.AU/GOODNEWSSALE | YOUR TRAVEL AGENT | OR CALL 1300 367 512 

SALE ENDS 26 FEBRUARY 2019
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