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Background 

 

Tourism Whistler’s Destination Development team is reviewing strategies to enhance the 

visitor experience during the fall shoulder season. Events and programming related to 

Halloween is one strategy under review.  

 

Aims & Objectives 

The purpose of this report is to provide background research on Halloween and its potential 

role to enhance the fall shoulder season in Whistler.  

 

The specific objectives of the research are to: 

 

1. Review the economic landscape of Halloween in Canada and the US 

2. Review destinations with significant Halloween celebrations 

3. Review not-so-obvious destinations with successful Halloween celebrations 

4. Review of Halloween celebrations in B.C. or elsewhere in Canada 

5. Review other Halloween-like holidays or cultural celebrations 

6. Review travel trends relating to Halloween (Fright Tourism) 

7. Conclusion 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

The sources used for this report were discovered though online searches using Google. 

Hyperlinks to each source are provided throughout the document.  

 

 

1. Review the economic landscape of Halloween in Canada and the US 

In 2014, Retail Council of Canada stated Halloween had gone viral amounting to a $1 billion 

industry, second largest to Christmas.  Among Halloween expenditure, Halloween candy 

ranked the highest at $397 million.  Following the 2014 study, the digital offer agency, 

Retailmenot, conducted a survey with Canadian panelists in 2015 to assess their participation 

with the holiday.  Survey findings include: 

 65% of Canadians plan to hand out candy and will spend an average of $40 on treats 

for trick-or-treaters. 

 Those hosting Halloween parties planned to spend an average of $169  

 Other expenses include: Attending a party ($77), Alcohol ($55), Costumes ($52), 

Entertainment ($48), Decorations ($43) and Candy ($42) 

 Montreal and Toronto votes as the best places to spend Halloween in Canada 

Prior to the most recent Halloween in 2017, the National Retail Federation predicted Halloween 

related spending in the US to reach a record of $9.1 billion, up from $8.4 billion in 2016 with 

179 million American planning to participate, up from 171 million in 2016. Costumes were 

slated to make up the largest share of spend at approximately 3.45 billion. Men ($96) planned 

to spend almost $20 more on costumes that women ($77). Over a third of Halloween 

http://cwf.ca/news/blog/halloween-by-the-numbers/
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/canadians-plan-to-spend-more-on-halloween-this-year-534064381.html
https://nrf.com/resources/consumer-research-and-data/holiday-spending/halloween-headquarters
https://nrf.com/resources/consumer-research-and-data/holiday-spending/halloween-headquarters
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participants start planning their celebrations in September, but most (64%) don’t start 

planning until October. Social Media is also playing a role, with 18% using Facebook for 

costume inspiration, 17% using Pinterest and 10% using Instagram - which has the largest 

year-over-year increase for social inspiration sources. Other findings from their survey include: 

 71% plan to hand out candy, 79% plan to decorate, 48% plan to dress in a costume 

46% plan to carve a pumpkin and 35% plan to host or attend a party 

In their article, “The evolution of Halloween: Three Trends to Watch,” The NRF states that 

Halloween is no longer just for the kids, where millennial consumers (18-34) are the most 

likely to participate and spend the most on costumes (avg. $42 vs. $31 for all adults) with 

plans to wear them to a party (up 11% from 2006). With growing concerns around dietary 

restrictions (e.g. gluten, dairy, nuts) and the general fear of accepting candy from strangers, 

traditional trick-or-treating activities in neighbourhoods are being replaced by community 

events or Halloween festivals as safer alternatives. NRF research also shows that participation 

in activities such as attending in a Halloween festival or carving a pumpkin are up from 

previous years, suggesting that “enthusiasm for candy might be fizzling in favour of 

experiences and events.” 

 

2. Review of destinations with significant Halloween celebrations 

 

2.1 Derry, Ireland 

Ranked the #1 Halloween destination by USA Today, surpassing Salem, Massachusetts and 

Transylvania, Romania, the town of Derry in Northern Ireland is home to one of the biggest 

Halloween Festivals in the world. From October 26th to November 3rd, 2018 events and 

animation take over the city to celebrate the ancient tradition of Samhain (See section 5.1 for 

more details).  

Programming includes: Haunted city tours, Parades, Street Markets, Performances, and 

Fireworks.  

Over 90,000 visitors, from US, Canada, Europe and Russia participated in the 8-day festival. 

The Carnival Parade, one of the largest attractions, saw over 40,000 attendees - a number 

that continues to increase as awareness of Derry’s Halloween celebrations continues to grow. 

2.2. Salem, Massachusetts  

The history of the Salem Witch Trials form the foundation of Halloween festivities in the state 

of Massachusetts. The Witch Trials began in 1692 when group of young girls claimed to be 

possessed by the devil and accused several local women of witch craft. As hysteria spread 

throughout the state, a special court convened in Salem to hear the cases. Close to 200 people 

were accused and executed for witch craft by 1711.  

Halloween celebrations run for the entire month of October, and include multiple festivals with 

their own programming. These festivals include:  

 

 

https://nrf.com/blog/the-evolution-of-halloween-3-trends-watch
http://derryhalloween.com/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/destinations/2015/10/19/10best-readers-choice-halloween-winners/74211116/
http://derryhalloween.com/about
http://salemhalloweencity.com/
https://www.history.com/topics/salem-witch-trials
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 Salem Horror Fest –Horror film screenings, parties, exhibits, concerts, panel discussions 

 Haunted Magic show – 75 minutes of magic, demonstrations, mind reading, comedy 

 Psychic Fair and Witches Market – Psychic reading, meet practicing witches, emporium 

 Festival of the dead -  annual event series that explores deaths macabre customs, 

heretical stories 

 Other events include: Halloween Ball, Grand Parade, Tours, Dinners, Workshops 

The National Park Services conducted a study in 2012 showing the number of visitors and 

economic impact of historical sites in the USA. For Massachusetts, witch related tourism is still 

the #1 draw, with 300,000 visits to the Salem Witch Museum and 27,000 visits to the Salem 

Witch House in 2012 (an increase from 18,000) 

2.3 Transylvania, Romania 

Initiated by Bram Stoker’s novel, “Dracula,” Halloween has gained popularity making Romania 

one of the world’s best places to celebrate. However, Halloween is not a tradition of Romania, 

but has gained in popularity since joining the EU in 2007. Today, the best place to celebrate is 

at Bram Castle – home to Dracula, and one of Romania’s main tourist attritions drawing over 

600,000 visits annually – which has be throwing organized parties since 2009. Bram Castle 

receives Halloween inquiries from international visitors from all over the world including the 

UK, Italy, and Australia and drew 4,000 visitors to their Halloween celebrations in 2015.  

Programming and events on October 31st at Bram Castle include: 

 Guided tours, entertainment, music, horror movies, folklore, awards for best costume, 

and parties going until dawn 

 

2.4 Other popular destinations for Halloween festivals /events: 

 

Louisiana – New Orleans 

New York – Manhattan 

New York – Sleepy Hollow 

California – Hollywood 

 

3. Review of not-so-obvious destinations with successful Halloween celebrations 

 

3.1 Lahaina, Hawaii 

Dubbed the “Mardi Gras of the pacific” Lahaina hosts one of the biggest Halloween parties in 

Hawaii.  

Halloween Programming includes: 

 Street Festival, Parade, Costume Contest, and specialized events in the restaurants and 

bars 

In 2009, the city commissioned an economic impact assessment that measured room nights 

and attendance for the Halloween event. Of the 6,836 rooms occupied over the event dates 

http://www.salemnews.com/news/local_news/what-s-drawing-the-most-visitors/article_f3539932-e4df-5c71-8f99-b94db67b2047.html
http://romaniatourism.com/dracula-legend.html
http://www.post-gazette.com/life/travel/2016/10/26/Halloween-in-Transylvania-Where-legend-ends-and-history-begins/stories/201610260014
https://www.neworleans.com/events/holidays-seasonal/halloween/
https://www.nycgo.com/search/default_collection/SGFsbG93ZWVu
http://visitsleepyhollow.com/halloween-in-sleepy-hollow/
https://www.visitwesthollywood.com/halloween-carnaval/
https://lahainatown.com/halloween-party.php
http://www.northbeachmaui.org/pdf/Halloween_Impact_Study_final.pdf
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(91% occupancy), 35% or 2,393 room nights were attributable to the festival. There were 

5,264 unique attendees generating 10,528 attendee days (avg. 2 nights) and $2.6 million in 

sales, with $855,258 spent on accommodation  

 

3.2 Telluride Horror Film Festival 

Taking place from October 12th – 14th, 2018, the Telluride Horror Film Festival is Colorado’s 

first and longest running horror film festival attracting the best genre of films and both 

international and national attendees 

 

4. Review of Halloween celebrations in B.C or elsewhere in Canada 

4.1 Spookloops (Kamloops), B.C.  

From October 13th – October 31st, 2017, Family oriented Halloween events were celebrated in 

Kamloops, B.C.  

Programming included: 

 Witch Walk, Pumpkin of light festival, Kids and Family Dance party, Ghost Train at 

Kamloops Heritage Railway, Haunted Maze, Trick-or-treating, scavenger hunt, magic 

show, haunted tours at Tranquil Farms, Monster Bash Dance at the Hilton, Zombie 

Walk, Gross Science at science centre 

4.2 Victoria, B.C. 

Promoted as Canada’s Haunted Capital, Halloween inspired events and décor transformed the 

city of Victoria, B.C. from October 1st – October 31st, 2017 catering to both families and non-

families to drive shoulder season visitation.  

Programming included:  

 Self-guided tours at Victoria’s Haunted locations, themed hotel rooms, horror comedy 

theatre, zombie walk, guided ghost walks in the city, Halloween Escape rooms, horror 

film screenings at Phillips Brewery, trick-or-treating at downtown businesses, monster 

run at the Westin resort and golf course with games and fireworks, pumpkin art an 

municipal hall and more 

4.3 Jasper, AB 

Halloween celebrations are lackluster in Jasper, Alberta, comprising of mostly self-guided and 

self-inspired events including: start your own zombie walk, dress in a costume and visit a bar, 

self-guided tours and sharing spooky campfire stories. 

4.4 Price George, B.C. 

Prince George is home to Norther B.C’s largest Halloween party – CarnEvil 3! This 19+ event 

features world class DJ’s, aerial acrobats, dancers, lighting, visual effects and prizes for best 

costume 

 

http://telluridehorrorshow.wixsite.com/telluridehorror
https://www.tourismkamloops.com/blog/post/spookloops-in-kamloops/
https://www.tourismvictoria.com/blog/13-reasons-visit-victoria-halloween
http://www.timescolonist.com/business/victoria-is-scaring-up-halloween-tourism-1.2359314
https://www.jasper.travel/blog/5-things-do-halloween-jasper-national-park/
http://tourismpg.com/events/halloween-carnevil-3-2411
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4.5 Ottawa, ON 

Starting as early as October 14th 2017, Halloween events were available for children and adults 

alike. Programming included: 

 Day time activities (less scary) and night time activities (more scary) at various farms, 

haunted houses, outdoor pumpkin carving exhibit, haunted walks, zombie adventure in 

cold war museum, haunted historic village, paranormal investigations, haunted chairlift 

rides, monster mash party and séance, charity ball, escape rooms and more 

 

5. Review of other Halloween-like holidays or cultural celebrations 

5.1 Samhain  

Halloween originated with the ancient Celtic tradition of Samhain when people would light 

bonfires and wear costumes to ward off ghosts at the end of harvest season – a time 

commonly associated with death – when it was believed supernatural spirits could visit earth. 

In 1000 A.D, the church sanctioned All Souls Day - which occurred at the same time of year 

and incorporated many of the same traditions as Samhain. All Saints Day was also known as 

“All-hallows” and night before became known as “All-Hallows Eve” and later “Halloween.”  

Samhain is the source of inspiration for Derry, Ireland’s multi-day Halloween festival that 

continues to draw visitors from around the world (see section 2.1). 

5.2 Dia de los Muertos 

Taking place in Mexico, Latin America and Spain, Dia de los Muertos, also known as All Saints 

Day, occurs on November 2nd and is commemorated with a three day festival starting on 

October 31st to honour the dead who are believed to return to their earthly homes on 

Halloween.  

Today, deceased relatives are commemorated with decorative alters in the home their families 

who leave flowers, candies, photographs and other foods often in the shape of a skull as gifts 

to the spirits returning home after their long journey. Candles and incense are also burned to 

help the deceased find their way home. On November 2nd, families visit the burial site of their 

loved ones to for a picnic and to reminisce.  

Dia de los Muertos festivities in Mexico City reached attendance numbers of 300,000 up from 

200,000 in 2016. 

It’s important to note that Dia de los Muertos is separate from Halloween. There is some 

resentment that Halloween is an American celebration that has infiltrated and taken away from 

Dia de los Muertos, which is meant to be a reflective time of year. 

5.3 Guy Fawkes Day 

In 1605 Guy Fawkes and seven other assailants conspired to blow up the Houses of Parliament 

in London to overthrow the Protestant monarchy and restore Catholic leadership to the 

country. The attack was not successful, and Guy Fawkes was found on November 5th and 

arrested for treason and was later tortured for his crimes. 

https://www.ottawatourism.ca/ottawa-insider/haunting-season-spooks-its-way-into-ottawa-this-fall/
https://www.history.com/topics/halloween/history-of-halloween
https://www.history.com/topics/halloween/halloween-around-the-world
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/day-of-the-dead-mexico-city-parade-dia-los-muertos-festival-tradition-halloween-a8027636.html
https://www.travelandleisure.com/articles/mexico-day-of-the-dead-dia-de-los-muertos
https://www.history.com/news/guy-fawkes-day-a-brief-history
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To celebrate the conspirator’s failure, Londoners began lighting bonfires in the streets and 

Parliament later declared November 5th as a day of thanksgiving. Today, November 5th is a 

time to get together with friends and family, set off fireworks, light bonfires, and attend 

parades. 

 

6. Review of Travel Trends relating to Halloween 

Fright Tourism 

Branching from “dark tourism” which occurs when “tourists are attracted to a destination with 

a history of death or disaster” (e.g. concentration camps, prisons, and natural disaster sites), 

Fright tourism occurs when a tourist seeks out a “scary opportunity for pleasure at a 

destination that may have a sinister history or may be promoted to have one.”  

Salem, Massachusetts has capitalized off the Salem Witch Trials to leverage tourism in the 

state. With over 1 million visitors per year, about 25% visit during Halloween for frightful 

experiences relating to the regions dark past. While the state’s the legacy of the Witch Trials is 

still one of the main reasons to visit, Tourism boards are working to promote other types of 

tourism throughout the year beyond Halloween 

After the fall of Communism in 1989, Romania’s tourism industry suffered. To revitalize 

Romania as an attractive tourism destination, plans to build a ski resort and a Dracula theme 

park were proposed. It is unclear if the Dracula theme park was ever built, but the Dracula 

concept remains a vital part of Romania’s tourism industry today.  

7. Conclusion 

Thoughts / Key-Insights 

 Difficult to find any reports or data suggesting there is a market of people who will travel 

for Halloween. Canadian and U.S. economic impact reports suggest that Halloween is 

primarily a “stay at home” celebration where participants are likely to hand out candy, 

dress up, or attend a party. 

 Destinations with obvious connection to Halloween have leveraged the holiday by 

producing big festivals/events to drive tourism (e.g. Salem, Mass.) 

o Victoria, B.C. is leveraging itself as “Canada’s Haunted Capital” with a Halloween 

campaign to drive shoulder season tourism – do they have any attendance data or 

occupancy reports to show if fall visitation is attributable to Halloween? 

 

 These festivals have heavy Arts and Culture components. Not only is does the 

entertainment factor exist, but attendees can learn the history of the area (e.g. Witch trials 

in Salem, Mass), as well as provide an opportunity to show case local talent/artists (e.g 

Derry, Ireland). They seem to be more like “cultural” festivals under the guise of Halloween 

 Millennials and children are the most likely to participate in Halloween which contradicts 

our fall shoulder season demographic.  

https://www.fs.fed.us/ne/newtown_square/publications/technical_reports/pdfs/2005/326papers/bristow326.pdf
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 Community based events and trick-or-treating is becoming more popular and would work 

well in the village and would be similar to Victoria’s trick-or-treating experience with 

downtown businesses 

 

 Similar marketing between Kamloops, Victoria and Ottawa’s Halloween experiences listing 

the “top 10” Halloween activities to participate in.  

 

 Halloween experiences are stronger when they are tied together in a marketing campaign 

under one name (e.g.Spookloops) opposed to a list of Halloween type activities that one 

can do (e.g. Jasper) 

 

 I don’t see much potential with Fright Tourism since Whistler brand has never been 

associated with dark or disastrous events. However, businesses like Escape Rooms provide 

a similar emotional reaction and have been incorporated into Halloween experiences in 

other destinations (e.g. Ottawa) and should be involved for Whistler’s Halloween campaign 

should we move forward. 

Next steps 

 Reach out to research panel to understand their perspective on Halloween 

o Do they plan on participating? 

o How will they participate? 

o What kind of experiences are they looking for? (e.g. parties, parades, dinners, etc.) 

o Are they likely to travel to a destination for Halloween? 

 


